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Cf. John 12:3                                   
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Celebrating God’s love  

by worshipping God, 
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 “In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the 

Word was God.”  John 1:1.  And what’s more in your very own beginning 

there was the Word as well.  The first developing embryonic cells are sound 

sensitive.  Even within a few days after conception a tiny clump of pulsating 

cells forms in the embryo; the beginnings of your heart.  Their purpose as 

sound sensitive cells is probably to pick up the stimulus of mother’s heart-

beat, needed to generate prototype and production of baby’s own heart.  By 

four and a half months in the womb the auditory system is virtually com-

plete.  By the seventh month in utero we are beginning language learning 

with every fetal movement corresponding to particular phonemes of human 

language.  After birth, body balance and muscular coordination involve the 

inner ear which places us at the center of our lived sound-space.  Your inner 

ear’s cochlear system is the principle congregating point for all of your sens-

es.  Every neural process passes through or relates somehow to your inner 

ear complex.  Our hearts and ears and indeed our entire incarnation are inti-

mately connected.  Be still in the grandeur of God’s creation. 
 

 “Thou didst knit me together in my mother’s womb.” Psalm 

139:13a.  Listen and know that incarnate word. 
 

 Music is mentioned in the Bible around 900 times.  Hell is only 

mentioned about 70 times.  God (in concert) with the writers of scriptures, 

must consider music something very important indeed. “We are to come in-

to his presence with singing.” Psalm 100:2.  “Sing to the Lord a new song.”  

Psalm 96:1-2. 
… /// ... 

BERGY’S BABBLE:   SOUNDS GOOD 
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  … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Sounds Good” 

 We mistakenly call the notes on the staffs that are printed on paper, 

music.  It isn’t.  It is the recipe for music: Not the music, but the instructions 

for the preparation and presentation of the music.  The recipe for music has 

to first be converted into wiggling air molecules. 
 

 Music is a very subtle type of sculpture.  The air in the performance 

space is sculpted into a molecular-sculpture-over-time which is then ‘looked 

at’ by the ears of the listener.  The sounds you hear are ‘ear-to-brain-

decoded’ data.  Making sounds is creating perturbations to modify the static 

air in the immediate area.  If you purposefully generate atmospheric pertur-

bations (air-shapes) you are composing.  How does the music of your life 

sound?  As you compose the atmospheric environment around you, is it a 

new symphony or golden oldies.  Is it a dirge, an etude or confused cacoph-

ony?  I pray that the atmospheric environment around our lives is joyful and 

uplifting ‘ear-to-brain-decoded data’ for all those who surround you and 

hear. 
 

 Neurophysiologists have noticed that vocal vibrations can precipitate 

and concentrate small molecules in the spinal fluid which bathe and continu-

ously purify the brain.  Sort of a massaging and metabolic waste removal 

system.  Our ancestors may have unconsciously discovered that vocal sound 

‘cleaned the cobwebs’ out of their heads, so they did it more often.  That 

practice may have affected the evolution of our present day thin skull struc-

ture and proclivity for language.  A self-regulating process such as chanting 

or singing had positive physical and mental adaptive advantages for modern 

humans.  “Make a joyful noise to the Lord.”  Psalm 98:4.  We chant the 

Psalm during worship. 
 

 The word, the sound is powerful.  For all ritual process and for all 

deep knowing and controlling of energies of any kind, the issue of sacred 

space arises.  Sacred space is the container of the raw power of the Word---

the step-down transformer that both insulates and channels the energies that 

are drawn into it.  
… /// ... 
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 … /// …  Bergy’s Babble — “Sounds Good” 

 It is the reactor shield in the nuclear power plant.  It is the sanctuary 

of the Church.  It is the hymns and the standard liturgical prayers, the invoca-

tion and the blessing, used to invoke the divine power, and then to shield the 

singers from its raw intensity while at the same time providing access to it. 
 

 The sharing of the sounds, the Word, is communication in communi-

ty. We send words to each other as a way of surrounding ourselves with tribal 

reassurance.  One dominant conversation topic has to do with hive business 

as usual.  Endless variations on the theme, “Watch out! Danger!” or “Nothing 

has changed enough to worry.”  The other dominant theme has to do with 

hive solidarity.  It is conducted not only person to person, but also, person to 

God and back.  This theme in endless variations is, “I’m still here. Are you 

still there?” The flow of sound and word is necessary to maintain our balance 

and presence in a fragile, ever-changing reality.  It helps to have continual 

spot announcements reminding us of who we are and whose we are.  That is 

why ‘brainwashing’ with sensory deprivation or simple isolation is so easy.  

Having no Word is chaos, the state of things before Creation.  The Word is 

life. “Man does not live by bread alone but…by everything that proceeds out 

of the mouth of the Lord.”  Deuteronomy 8:3. 

 

 Missing regular worship could be hazardous to your reality! Sounds 

good to me. 

 

See you in worship …………………  BERGY 
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MINUTES FOR COUNCIL MEETING 
 

JULY 17, 2016 
 

The July 2016 Church Council meeting was called to order by Vice 

President Warren Schick on Sunday, July 17, 2016 at 11:08 a.m.  

Pastor Berggren opened the meeting with a prayer. In attendance 

were: Pastor Jim Berggren, Bettie Baring, Jay Byerly, David        

Garwick, Julie Kilkenny, Bettye Raschke, Wayne Schaper and    

Warren Schick. Also attending was congregation member Gordon 

Tinker.  Pastor Jhon Arroyave, Karen Davidson, Ann Larson, Ernesto 

Lopez and Fredda Yurk did not attend.  
 

The minutes from the June Council meeting were unanimously      

approved and were submitted to Crossties and the Website for publi-

cation. 
 

The Treasurer’s report was presented by Wayne Schaper. He reported 

that June expenses were $36,965 greater than collections, due in part 

to the annual insurance premium paid in June. HCLC year to date 

collections were $66,558 less than expenses.  The checking account 

balance at 6/30/16 was $108,915, not including restricted funds.  

Year to date expenses represented 48% of budgeted amounts.        

Interest from the Bromley Endowment Fund was dispersed to the 

Adult Protective Services ministry, Lutheran Helping Hands, the 

Mexico “candy mission” and support of pastoral continuing educa-

tion.  The Treasurer’s report was unanimously approved as presented.   
 

Pastoral Staff Reports: 
 

Pastor Berggren commented on the success of the patriotic themed 

July 3rd worship service and the success of the potluck lunch.  Kudos 

to the Men’s Breakfast group for providing the hotdogs and buns and 

to everyone who contributed to the festivities. He commented that 

the summer worship format is a nice change of pace. Pastor Berggren 

reported that he had the privilege of attending the retirement recep-

tion for Wayne Schaper on June 27 th honoring his 55 years of service 

to the Spring Branch Independent School District.  
… /// ... 
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Old Business and Committee Reports: 
 

Warren Schick reported that the second tree that fell in the church lot      

behind the parking lot severely damaged the concrete table and 

benches on the property.   

Wayne Schaper suggested using some of the memorial funds to re-

place the broken pieces. Council voted to use memorial funds for this 

purpose (motion by David Garwick, seconded by Bettye Raschke).  
 

Bettie Baring gave an update on WELCA’s activities.   
 

 August is the month to renew Kroger Community Reward cards 

(and designate HCLC as a beneficiary).  WELCA will have mem-

bers on hand to help parishioners renew their cards on August 

28th (and a second Sunday in September, to be determined).   

 WELCA is looking into refurbishing the pew cushions in the 

sanctuary and would like Council’s help.  Cleaning the cushions 

versus replacing them was discussed.  However, since the cost 

figures for this project were not available at meeting time, the 

Council asked WELCA to present this information at the August 

meeting. 
 

New Business: 
 

Bettye Raschke expressed thanks to Bryan Kile for providing free 

guitar lessons on Satur days a t  HCLC and is happy to r epor t  that  

Joe Lambeth and Pete Yoder are now playing at the Saturday worship 

service, along with Bryan and Pastor Jim.  

The broken sprinkler heads near the Early Learning Center carpool 

drop-off point were repaired by the ELC.  

Warren Schick reported that there was a theft from a church office 

during the second service last Sunday.  Council discussed vulnerabil-

ities and ways to improve security to prevent further problems,         

especially during the   worship services and Sunday School.   

… /// ... 

 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — July 17, 2016 
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 … /// …  HCLC Council Meeting — July 17, 2016 

There was further discussion of the broken doorbell at the Church 

atrium entrance.  The current doorbell is old and no longer serviced 

by the person who installed it. Warren Schick got bids for a new 

doorbell/ intercom   system: a) $6,200 +  $94/month monitoring,  b) 

$3,296 +  $25/month monitoring, and c) $1,400 + $40/month moni-

toring.  There were questions about the monitoring fees and whether 

we could find someone who could fix the existing model, so Warren 

is continuing his research.  
  

Wayne Schaper reported that the fire suppression system in the kitch-

en in the gym has been inspected and that everything is ok.  He also 

noted that he received the new insurance policy information on disk.  
 

Bettye Raschke noted that because of the change in worship service 

times, it is not possible for the representatives from the Spanish    

services to attend the Council meetings.  There have also been times 

when other Council members have been unable to attend the meet-

ings, which can leave a significant gap in communication within the 

ministries.  So in an effort to keep the lines of communication open, 

a letter will be sent from the Council to the pastoral staff, Treasurer 

and Secretary (Pastors Berggren and Arroyave, Wayne Schaper and 

Julie Kilkenny) to ask that a written report be sent ahead of time to 

the Council meeting if that member cannot attend.  Also discussed 

was presenting interim updates by the Council liaisons on the various 

activities and ministries (and including them in the minutes) so the 

congregation can see what is going on at HCLC.  
 

Next Council meeting will be on August 21, 2016 at 11:30 a.m.  
 

Upon motion to adjourn, the meeting was closed with the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julie Kilkenny 
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WELCA 
 

All women of Holy Cross:  mark your calendars  

for the General WELCA meeting. 
   

We will meet Saturday, September 10th, at 10:00 a.m. in the Annex. 
   

We will have a presentation by the Crafty Ladies and their craft sale that 

is coming in March, 2017.  Also, we will have manned tables to let you 

see all of the projects that are supported by WELCA for LWR and        

projects for the church.  The meeting will be followed by lunch.  We 

would love to see everyone there! 
Penny Schick 

BRUNCH BUNCH 
 

Are you ready to try some new (and familiar) restaurants for            

the 2016-2017 BRUNCH BUNCH year!   

We meet the 2nd Sunday of every month at 11:45 a.m. 
 

Come join us on Sunday, September 11th, at:   

BERNADINES 1801-B  North Shepherd Dr. Suite “A”  

Houston, Texas 77008 — (713) 864-2565 
 

Your RSVP is appreciated for YOU & YOURS!   

My thanks, Jeanette (832) 326-7214 
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IT'S RUMMAGE SALE TIME  

TIME TO START ON THOSE CLOSETS, GARAGES, HARD TO 

REACH CABINETS AND HIDDEN MYSTERY DRAWERS!!!!  
 

THIS IS PERFECT TIMING TO REFRESH YOUR HOME                           

AND PROVIDE NEW VALUABLES TO OTHERS! 
 

Our Rummage Sale will only be one day this year, October 1, from 9 a.m. to 

3 p.m. so we need to get as much to the church to sell as possible!!   
 

Start packing now and get it to the church beginning September 23.  Also, if 

you are going to need some muscle and a truck, please let Sandra Williams 

know as soon as possible so that we can get it scheduled!!  We need your 

stuff, your help and your prayers as we have a lot of great causes that need 

this money!!   

GREAT NEWS ON THE BOUTIQUE 
 

Get your cash ready!!!!   

The Boutique will be open for sales on two days!!!  
 

Friday, September 30, from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

And the whole time on Saturday, October 1 !!!! 
 

Great bargains, great values, great shopping!!!! 

Sandra Williams (281) 250-9293 
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FRIENDSHIP CLUB 
 

The Friendship Club will meet at Sylvia's Enchilada Kitchen at 6401 

Woodway,  (713-334-7295) Saturday, September 17, at 3:00 p. m.  
 

( I10 to Bingle/Voss exit.  Take Voss to Woodway and turn left; Sylvia's 

will be on the right)  
  

Please contact Charlotte Jaster @ 713-705-3861 or Terry  Mackie at (713)

622-9767 by September 12, to secure your reservation. 

Nancy Beamesderfer 

FRIENDSHIP CLUB  —  SAVE THE DATE! 
 

October 22  — Octoberfest at First Lutheran Church in 

    Galveston.    
Nancy Beamesderfer 

Next  

COUNCIL MEETING 
 

September 18, 2016 at 12:00 noon in the Annex. 
 
 

Ann Larson 
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FIRTH, BETTY 
 

Elmcroft of Cy-Fair 

11246 Fallbrook Dr. #19A 

Houston, Texas 77065 

281-890-5960   

Come celebrate Betty Mooney's 90th birthday at Holy Cross Lutheran 

Church, Sunday, October 9, in the Family Life Center from 2:30 p.m. to 

4:30 p.m.  No gifts, just your presence.  
 

 

RSVP to Madelyn Pr ice, 713–462-3682  

or Betty Mooney, 713-465-3235 by October 1, 2016. 

MORRIS, BETTY 
 

Brookdale Senior Living 

2121 Scarsdale, Building #3 Apt. 3202 

Pearland, Texas 77581 

PAVELKA, JOYCE 
 

1407 Studewood St. # 303 

Houston, Texas 77008 

713-861-6930 
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If your name is not listed or if this is incorrect information  

please contact Ann Larson so that the list can be corrected.   
 

Ann Larson (713) 957-0972  email: larson.berg@yahoo.com 

 

Holy Cross members celebrating birthdays this month: 

01       Melissa Storenski 

 Leslie Appling  

03 Angélica Rauda 

05 Janis Vasut 

06 Jim Berggren 

 Jocelyn Ruiz 

07 José Gómez 

 Keyshawn Roberts 

08 Glendeen Roemer 

09 Lino Orellana 

 Claire Appling 

10 Mike Appling 

12 Will Byerly 

13       Laverne Pivonka 

           Fred Gardner IV 

14 Harriet Short 

 Yolanda Villegas 

18 Pat Boessling 

 Jay Byerly 

 Ricki Finstad 

19 Melina Martinez 

20 Sarah Allcorn 

22 Reyna Rauda 

23 Betty Valites 

 Mitchell Walton 

24 Juanita Villegas 

 Charlotte Jensen 

25 Norma Hines 

 Angie Eckermann 

26  Susan Giesecke 

 Fernando Arista 

27 Ken Polzin 

 Alan Hernández 

28 Sandra Williams 

29 Michael Giesecke 

 Evan Neumann 
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DATE 

 

 

1st READING 

 

 

PSALM 

 

 

2nd READING 

 

 

GOSPEL 

 

09/04/2016 

 

Deuteronomy 

30:15-20 

 

 

1 

 
 

Philemon 

1—21 

 

 

Luke 14:25-33 

 

09/11/2016 

 

Exodus 

32:7-14 

 

 

51:1-10 

 

I Timothy 

1:12-17 

 

 

Luke 15:1-10 

 

09/18/2016 

 

Amos 

8:4-7 

 

 

113 

 

I Timothy 

2:1-7 

 

 

Luke 16:1-13 

 

09/25/2016 

 

Amos 

6:1a, 4-7 

 

 

146 

 

I Timothy 

6:6-19 

 
 
 

Luke 16:19-31 

 
READINGS, PSALMS & GOSPEL 

 

SEPTEMBER 2016 

Once again – 

medical appointments and procedures took their toll.  Attendance at our 

August 2016 Men’s – and Ladies’ Auxiliary’s – Breakfast Meetings were 

11 and 07 respectively. – equaling the YTD averages. 
 

John Wenger’s excellent devotion for the men continued his LOVE theme. 
 

Then – while the gals shared fellowship, the guys exchanged their 

thoughts regarding a couple of key issues confronting Holy Cross. A thirty 

minute discussion was informally moderated by Warren Schick. 
 

Calvin 
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R E M E M B E R  I N  P R A Y E R  

AVERAGE ATTENDANCE 
 
  

JUNE 2016 
 

 

 

 

English  Sunday services:  95
  

Spanish Sunday services:  67 

The homebound, disabled,  

long-term ill, and prolonged recovering.  

Ora Dell Dittmar 

Doris A. Drosche 

Roselain Larson 

Doris Pannell 

Doris Polker 

Betty Valites 

If you are not receiving HCLC Prayer        

Request emails and would like to,           

please contact Renee Allcorn at                 

allcornr@swbell.net 
   

or (713) 254-8638   
Note that Prayer Request emails               

are sent out daily, so if you are on the                          

email list and did not receive any email, 

please contact Renee. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 
  

If you have any questions call  

Wayne Schaper, Sr. at (713) 465-5206.  
 

JULY 2016 
    

  Receipts      $ 25,797.00        

                  Expenses       34,064.52 

                  Balance    <$   8,267.52> 
 

Operational receipts                                                         

  year to date received   ……….. $ 211,796.55          

Expenditures year to date  …….     286,621.71 

Balance                                   < $ 74.825.16 > 

You  may sign up for Altar Flowers                     

in the Narthex.  

Suggested donation is $50.00  

and $10.00 for a rose. 

CHURCH OFFICE 

HOURS 
 

 

Monday—Thursday 

8:30 am—4:30 pm 
 

Friday 

8:30 am—2:30 pm 

HOLY CROSS 

Lutheran Church  
  

E-MAIL address:  
 

hclc@holycross.us 

Ken Beamesderfer  

Candy Berggren 

Ed Cooper  

Clarice Gross  

Claude Dale 

Regina Hernández 

Richard Kirsch 

Gary Strohmaier 

Bob Womack 

 

mailto:allcornr@swbell.net
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“Holy Cross Lutheran Church is a community of Christians  

gathered by God’s grace and reaching out through God’s love.” 

TELEPHONE EXTENSIONS 

100 
 

101 

Church Office  
Sussy Terry  
Office Manager & Events Coordinator 

103 Rev. Jim Berggren Senior Pastor 

104 Rev. Jhon J. Arroyave Hispanic Pastor 

105 Karen Davidson Associate In Ministry 

107 Financial Office 

108 Stephen Ministry Office 

109 Family Life Center 

110 Nursery 

111 Volunteer Office 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church  
in Spring Branch 
 

A Congregation of the  
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
 

7901 Westview Dr.  
Houston, Texas 77055  
 

Tel. (713) 686-8253  
Fax (713) 686-9095 
 

E-mail:    hclc@holycross.us 
 

Website:  www.holycross.us 

YOUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

† Rev. Jim Berggren  —  Senior Pastor 
 Email :  jlberggren@holycross.us 
 

† Rev. Jhon Jairo Arroyave — Hispanic Pastor 
  Email :  jhonyave@holycross.us 
  

† Karen Davidson — Associate in Ministry
 Email : aimked@gmail.com 

 

† Sussy Terry — Office Manager  
 Email : hclc@holycross.us 
 
 

WORSHIP MUSICIANS 
 

Cathy Elijah                    Music Director / Organist 

Jo Ann Meeker                                    Pianist 

Ann Crick                                     Pianist 
 
 
 

EARLY LEARNING CENTER  
 

ELC (713) 461-5535 
 

OFFICERS OF THE CONGREGATION 
 

 Ann Larson                President 

 Warren Schick        Vice-President 

    Julie Kilkenny               Secretary   

    Wayne Schaper, Sr.              Treasurer 

SATURDAY INFORMAL SERVICE 
 

6:00 p.m. — Atrium 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

English Service :  9:30 a.m. 

Sunday School :  11:00 - 11:45 a.m. 
 

Spanish Service:  11:00 a.m. 

Estudio Bíblico y Escuela Dominical 

12:00 noon 


